PREFACE
I
HONESTLY believe that a preface is useless except when it is indispensable* If I have decided to write this one to Man of Good Will, I imply that I consider it to be indispensable.
It is so for this reason, in the first place : the work whose publication begins with this volume will be of very considerable dimensions. The reader will not necessarily realise that fact beforehand. If he does not realise it, he may gather an erroneous impression of this opening volume, and may apply a criterion of judgment to it which is lacking in foundation.
It is obvious that you judge a building in different ways if it is intended to be self-sufficing or if, on the contrary, it constitutes only a portico. Onlookers who pass by it while it is under construction and air their opinionsl about the purpose1 and proportions of the portico will probably be very far wide of the mark if they fail to appreciate the fact that the architect has so far covered only a small part of the site.
Some people may pull me up here and point out to me that thoughtful architects surround their site with a high paling as long as the building is unfinished, in order to spare their contemporaries errors of judgment which may make them blush afterwards. In other words, would it not be better, when one is publishing a work of these dimensions, to wait until it is finished ?
This advice is easy to give, But those who give it woiild be the first to raise a howl if one brought them a whole pile
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